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An important and fascinating aspect of the Gaspesian
heritage is the record left by early visitors to our
shores.

(ne such visitor of some 150 vears ago was Sir Zichard
Henry Tonnycastle, Lieutenant-Colonel Zowval Zngineers

and of the same rank in the ilitia of Upper Canada.

Eorn in England in 1791, Tonnvcastle graduated from

the Royal lilitary Academyv, “Yoolwich, where his father,
John Tonnyvcastle,was a Professor of lathematics.
Commissioned in the Royal Engineers he served in Canada
during the War of 1812-1814. Tor his distinguished
service during the Rebellion of 1837 in Upper Canada

he was knighted. He commanded the Royval Engineers in
the Canadas and “ewfoundland.

Bonnycastle had the opportunity to travel widely in
Canada and recorded his keen observations in a rumber
of books. It may be of interest that the copy of his
work, THE CANADAS IN 1841 - VOLUME II, from which the
following extracts on Gaspesia are taken, was part of
the personal library of Lord Avlmer and was presented
to the author of GASPE OF YESTERDAY by the late Miss
Harkom of Melbourne, QJué.

Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Richard Henry Bonnycastle died

at Kingston, Upper Canada in 1847,
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BONNYCASTLE VISITS GASPESIA

PREAMBLE

Despite the title, THE CANADAS IN 1841, of Lt.-Col.
Sir Richard Bonnycastle's book, there is good reason to believe
that the description of Gaspesia it presents dates from 1831.
For in a letter of Lady Aylmer of the year 1831 she noted:
"+..After this Montreal Visit is over, we separate - Aylmer
to make a coasting excursion in his Yatch through the Gulf of
St.Lawrence to Gaspé Bay and Chaleur Bay, passing in his way
by the Island of Anticosti..."

In a later letter she wrete : "...My time was so engaged in
Expectation of Lord Aylmer's return from an excursion to view
Chaleur Bay, just without the Gulph of St.Lawrence, that I had
not mueh opportunity of seeing Mr. Wingfield..."

The year of the visit is significant in view of the
decision taken in 1833 to have Lieut. Baddeley and Joseph Hamel
procede with an "exploration of the remote parts of the District
of Gaspé." It may not have been coincidental that the visit of
Lord Atlmer and his party, including Bonnycastle, was followed
by the appointment of a Commission whose work has been recalled
in the GASPE OF YESTERDAY series by the article entitled, "MEET
SOME GASPESIANS OF 150 YEARS AGO".

Bonnycastle, by way of introduction, wrote -

"The governor-general (Lord Aylmer), wishing to make himself
acquainted with parts of the province seldom visited, order
the colonial armed brig, KINGFISHER, to be prepared for a
cruize to the gulph, the shores of Labrador, Anticosti, Bay of
Chaleurs, Maddalen Islands, Restigouche River and Newfoyndland,
and embarked with his secretary, Colonel Glegg, Dr. Stewart of
the medical staff, and myself..."

KINGFISHER, under the command of Captain Douglas,
was anchored some two miles below Québec and it was there that
the Lord Aylmer party boarded her on a day in July, 1831.

From the deck of the KINGFISHER Bonnycastle noted the splendid
view of the Ancient Capital, Montmorency Falls and the park-like




2,

scenery of the Isle of Orleans. The first night's anchorage

was off Ile Madame from where lofty Cape Tourment was noted
on the north shore.

Proceeding downriver, a stop was made at Crane Island
where a landing was made and visit paid the the Manor House
built by the Seignior, Daniel M'Pherson, a former resident
of Douglastown and Point St.Peter in Gaspesia. Onwards past
St. Anne the "new College" of that community was noted as
was the "sea bathing place" of Kamouraska that attracted
summer visitors from Québec.

A landing was made on Hare Island when KINGFISHER sheltered
there from a storm of fog, rain and wind. Eonnycastle noted
that Riviere-du-Loup was the end, at the St.Lawrence, of "the
celebrated new road of the portage of Temiscouata from New
Brunswickg"

With clearing weather KINGFISHER proceeded on its way and
we will now take up Bonnycastle's tale in his own words -
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When the wind came round in the evening
to the westward, the storm ceased, and we
saw several vessels anchored near us, out-
ward bound, one of them recently dismasted.
We then stood on for the gulph all night
in a fog, and the next morning at eight saw
the high land above Bic Island, and part of
the north shore. The river St. Lawrence
is here twenty miles in breadth.

The only thing seen all the day was a
The fog was

almost constant, and the land very dimly

solitary gull riding on a spar.
observed. 1We passed Cape Chat at nirht-
fall, and ran on all night; the land next
morning at eight visible, with moderate
thermometer

weather, the seldom risino

above temperate. Saw Gannets fishing, and
tried for mackerel, but were going too fast
to catch any.

At mid-day we were off Griffin’s Cove, a
small inhabited spot, backed by high moun-
“tains on the south-west. To the south-west
was another similar fishing-place, and here

‘we first saw a large whale blowing. We
were about fifteen miles from Cape Rosier,
and made Cape Gaspé in the evening.

This is a very dangerous part of the
gulph, the currents being swift and strong,
the land high, bold, and consisting on the
‘sea face of perpendicular cliffs, some hun-

Detached from this
awful wall of rock, at about seven or eight

dred of feet in aititude.

hundred yards from the Cape, is a most

“singular rock, about a hundred feet in
height, called La Vieille, or the Old Woman;
as in whatever aspect it may be viewed it
looks like a woman’s head, with the old-
fashioned bonnet of the country people in
Trance and England.

Here we saw several whales blowing about
the ship, and I took in a piece of sea-weed
by.-my mackerel line, which was twenty-four
feet lony, of a fine green brown colour, with

a flat centre auite trapsparent, and the outer

* edges regnlarly puckered, as a lady's

- of Cape Gaspé, :

v's gown
" 1s, with a double row of frnls.

Whales were biowing about the ship all
night; and we saw, after passing the Cape
in the evening, two or three cod fishing-
boats at sca.

We observed that the rock of the Cld
Woman must have formeriy been a portion
as the highly-inciined strata
in both coincided ; und the action of the sca
being very violent here, has worn several
large caverns in the base of the Cane itscif.

We made scarcely any way all night, on

" account of calms, and next morning we were

still near the horrid Cape, in foggy weather.
Thermometer now (87, indicating our en-
trance to the Bay of Chaleurs; azd although
yfogav, it was warm and pleasant.

{ Early in the morning we had shoais of

‘mackerel about the ships ; saw thre
| :
‘boats, and the high lands o

e fishing-
f Donaventure in
,IChaleur Cay. Deing, as the sailors term it,
:in the doldrums, we commenced cod-fishing
at half-past nine, and in less than two hours
“caught fourteen fish in 120 fatnoms, off the-
- edge of the Orphan Bank. One weighed ﬂft}'-'
| four pounds, and the whole weighed together
' 230 pounds, the smallest being of six pounds

‘weight. I obsecrved in the stomach of one

tof these cod a small sole, and in zuother a

‘stone and shrimps. The sole, it is said, is
‘not found in the American seas; and if that
'be true, this cod must have made a voyage
“across the Atlantic with a very bad digestion.

The baromster was now steady at fair, -
and we had some distant thunder and rain.
An inward-bound vessel passed us at day-
Light in the fog.
days out of Quecbec.

We had now been ceven
At nightfall, the sun
and wioon being in opposition, the etfect of
the lines of light on the sea from each was

‘very splendid.
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On the 23rd of Jul_v; we _proceeded very

‘cautiously through the fog, sounding con-
‘tinually, although there was little or no

iwmd At half-past eicht we had bottom at
‘thirteen, fourteen, and fifteen fathoms. An

hour after, the current setting in very
strong, a boat with compass and a musket was
sent out, to search for the Canadian shore,
as we could distinctly hear breakers astern,
and supposed ourselves near Cape d’Espoir.

Soon after the boat went, a fisherman
came alongside, and told us we were only a
mile off, and about two from Ile Percée, or
the Pierced Rock. The boat contained two
Another then

hailed us from the same place, which is a

men from Ance-a-Beauffet.
small fishing-station ; we rang the bell and
fired muskets to recall our boat, which did
not, however, rcach us for nearly an hour,
when it confirmed the fishermen’s accounts.
We could catch no fish, but they soon caught
us two mackerel, for which they had the
modesty to ask a shilling.

These people told us they were a lawless
set ; meaning, no doubt, that very little law
was to be had in Gaspé Bay. They were

healthy looking, but their occupation must he

very laborious, as in good seasons they catch

the cod from lines laid over each side of the
boat into decp water, and uporn these lines
they must constantly haul as fast as they
can work. Their boats are sharp at both
ends, and appcar slight, and very inadequate
.to the dangers of the situations they must
be occasionally exposed to. The fog rolled
up now and then, and showed us the rocky
shore, with a glimpse of trees, and we
heard around the voice and songs of the
fishers.

About five, the wind rose a little from the
castward, and we got the anchor up; but
soon after sailing, the water shoaled suddenly
from ten to five and a half fathoms, when we

wore ship and it deepened ; but in standing
from the shore it suddenly shoaled agam. A
partial clearing up of the fog showed us
Cape d’Espoir, and we now knew that we
had been running near the Leander Rock,

50 named from the Leander frigate having

‘touched on it.

* In the evening the fog cleared, and we
saw the Canada coast, and we ran on unuil
the middle watch, when the wind veered
about to the westward, and it fell calm. At
six next morning, a fine smart easterly
breeze sprung up, and took us abreast of
the northern point of Nipisighit Bay, in New
Brunswick.

In crossing this wide part of Chaleur
‘Bay it blew very fresh. At half-past ten
|we observed the settlements in New Bruns-
I'Wick, continuing all along Nipisighic Dar,
‘on a low flat shore, backed by a dcnse
impenetrable-looking forest.  The south
point is remarkable, having a large harn,-
and a long line of flats running out {rom
'it. The timber appears very large, and of
‘mixed kind, or, as it is termed in the verna-
lcula.r of the settlers of North America, hard
‘and soft, signifying oak, beech, birch, &e., or
:: pine. Pine lines the belt of shore.



THE MICMAC INDIANS—THE BAY OF
CHALECURS.

Grand Approach to the Restigouche River—Scoich Settlers at
New Brunswick—aAn Indian Party—Important New Read
—Micmae Indians—Singular Voleanic Mountain—Relies of
French Rule—Drice and Products of Land—Spring of
Petroleurn—Mine of Agate and Jasper—New Settlement of
Dalhousie—Arrival of the Musquito Fleet.

Tue contrast between the lowlands of
New Brunswick, and the bold abrupt high-
lands of Canada, as you narrow the Bay of
Chaleurs, is very remarkable, particularly
as we saw it when the Canadian side was
so covered with dense vapour down to the
© water’s edge, as only to allow the upper por-
tion of its rrrand blue outline to belvlsible,
and the New Brunswick shore was all sun-
light and cultivation.

We came to an anchor near Heron, or
rather, Hareng Island, at the mouth of the
river Restigouche, in the evening.

Nothing can cxcecd the grandeur and
beauty of the approach to the estnary of the
Restigouche. The pointed hills in the back-
ground ; the deep green dense forest, with
its patches of cultivation, and the clear blue
of the distant mountains, form a picture of
the most exquisite kind.

We got a pilot and made sail during the
night, in order to get under shelter of the
harbour formed by Migoacha Point. Migo-
acha in the Micmac language, means the
Always Red, which is highly descriptive of
the naturc of the rock forming this coast.

Next morning we got up at three o’clock,
and having breakfasted, started in the boats
at half past four. We had hard work to get
in shore, and rowed up towards the river

almﬁé_Ngw Brunswick side, where we
observed, at intervals of about a quarter of a
mile, new settlements, en which, even at that
carly hour, the people were busily employed.
We landed at
half-past six, near a cottage inhabited by

They were chiefly Scotch.

:cmlfﬂams from Ayrshire, and found that
‘almost all the busy farmers we had scen at

Their land

was good, being of a loamy soil, and as the

work were from that county.

shore is lower than that of Canada on the
‘opposite side, it is more easily opened aad
cleared.

Dr. Stewart joined me in an attempt to
penetrate the forest, but we found it so dense
and so obstructed by fallen timber, that we
were at last obliged to return to the shore,
and to kcep the beach, which was composed
of shingle, of slate, and silicious pebbles. I

.saw very little of the rocks here, as there was
no good section, but afterwards ascertaised,
‘that they were of the coal formation, sand-
.stone, and slate, atmtmed very honzonta.ln..

Subnr‘q.n,nt “discovery gives ground for hope,

'that a great deposit of coal will be found in|
this part of British America. }

In one place I saw a most remarkable
deposit of a substance resembling Iitt0m11'<rc,'
‘of a pure whiteness, and wherever the clay’
appearcd, it was filled with round small.
rolled pebbles and iron-stone; and in one
place, I observed a small section of this
curious conglomerate approaching its last
stage towards perfect induration.

We crossed a small bight in the boat to
Point-2-la-Garde. Here the French had a
blockhouse when they possessed the countrr,'

!and here we-found a settlement and clearance.

of some extent, with a good house, a store on
the beach, and a scow and salimon weir. 2
scow is a large sized oblong flat boat, much in
use in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, and

principally employed for conveying heavy

‘burthens by poleing. The scenery is very
'soft and pretty here, backed by high land
P { - .

covered with forest, whilst the broad river
begins to narrow gradually, and the New

Brunswick side becomes high and hum-
ymocky, which renders the views cxceedingly

l‘ni(‘hn'r\qn 1o




i After staving here a short time, and

innumg the beach difficult to travel, we

re-embarked at a quarter before ten, and
endeavoured to land at Oak DPoint, a very
beautiful situation, with a gcod house on a
hill, and two large stores on the beach, with
a timber-pond, many horses and sheep.

We passed, in going here, a fine prominent
round point, called La Batterie, where the
I'rench defended themselves Sir
Andrew Iamilton. Their little fort was a
small carth-work, ¢ fleur d’eawv, and at the
:ﬁrst discharge they killed fourteen men on
“board his vessel ; nor was it without difficulty

their guns were at length silenced.

againsi

Here the tide ran so streng at ebb, that
as the wind also came down the river, the
karge ancliored, and the gig, in which I had
voluntecred with the captain, was made fast

ito her, in order ‘o let the men dine. We
|
i)
]

ton hiz ¢

saw an Indian on chore, carrring his canoe
head, and they fired three guns from

XS

j::‘.-: shore as 2 salute to his Excellerer.

fwe eould not by any possibility mieke the
land, some of th2 men from the store came

cif In a ecnaoe. undd oifered to lund the
governer-general.

The zouniry began

\on the New Dranswick siiore, ana
|
1

here to be well settled

-
1,

the land ap-

pears very good ; but on the Canada side the

'river is closcly bordered by high mountains.

We at lazt took the canoce In tow, and had

a very hard struggle arainst wind and tids,

and got on a series of flats, cnmposeal of

shingle and mud, where our beats gronnded

continuzlly; and at length the crews were
obliged to go everboard, and pull throuch
br main force, passing a salmon werir, fora

mile and more. The scene was ludicrons

enouch : boat-books pushing, men like "Lri-
tons hauling through mud aod weed.  Dut
at length, overcoming all dificuities Iike

6.

ST, ~ >
e Oril we 0t ainoal azZain, anu

sh tars,
‘rea\.’a d Point-a-1a-Croix, wnere
k"mv n as Maan’s lopding, we were rencived
;at Mr. Christic’s house at one o’clock, having
. mud and shoeals

‘striven against wind, tide,

for not less than twenty miles.  The channcl
of the Restigouche in this perticn is very
intricate and narrow; but vessels can at
high water cccasionally ccme up to this
point, and the mission vessels of three or
four hundred tens, load £mber, nine of them
haring loaded that vear.

Tl.c Bay of
_u.::'o 13 Jif

irizoed vessels for the Drirish market, with

Chaleurs had already freighica
Terent.perts ninety sall of square-

timber, and ten of the same class ad s

with fshy so that the impertanes of iis trade
may ue jndged of, if Dbeing then only the
latter exd of July.

The tide-waters of tue Restizcuche reach
for about ten miles beyond the Indian mis-
sion of Peint-d-la-Croix. Ilere is the dz-

b 3 |
bouchement, or ovening of the Kemyt Road.

which is to open a communication befween
New Brunswick and Quebee. It commences
on the shore of the Restigouche at the Cal-
vary, or Mission Cross, and st trikes over the
country by the way of Lake Mctapediac to
Mitis, on the coast of the St. Lawrence, a
distance of ninety miles. Sizmiies of it wwere
well finished at Point-d-la-Croix, when we
saw it, and twenty-four miles on the St Law.
rence side. It was well ditched and drained,
and will be of incalculabie scrvice should a
war with the United States respecting the
north castern boundary occur, as it affords
a dircet communication frem New Druns-
wick.

On the opposite shore of the river is a
continuation. of this road to Miramichi
There 1s a

Miramichi to Dalhousie, at the entrance of

post from Halifax by way of
the Restigouche, once a week, but t he road

iz unfinished. If these roads are not com-



pleted, they should be, without further delay.
M, Point-a-la-Croix is a most inferesting
mission station of Micmac Indlans, one of
tize fow remnants of the once powerful nation
of which I shall have ocencion to speak.
A vory beautiful situation has been chosen
v rl:cir Catholie pastors for the site of a
sillage and chureh, on an expansion of the
river, surrounded by lofty mountains re-
sembling rthe scenmery of Vales. Iere the

river suddenly turns, and contracts to a
narrow rapid bed, hemmed in by precipitous

nanks, and from it the Indians derive a large

_~'_*wn of the fincest salmon ; whilst the timber
merchant floats his chlef cargces of pinc

down its rapid stream, from the compara-

ucknown and w noily unsctiled lands

tiveir
3

of the interior. The mission church and

thie curé’s house are situated just above the

beach, with a holiday flag-staff and hich

siender cross, backed by an irregular village

cf wigwams, strangely mixed with weoden

sheds and woodcn houses. Some of these

have the luxurics of stone or brick chimneys.

and glazed sashes, :znd_:lll arc planted os it

= ey

were In the midst of gardens, grass deids,

2

and patches of Indian corn, jumbled together
in defiance of regularity; with a placid, mug-
anificent river in front, a beautiful shingley

beach, lake sccrery to the right, and over-

topped by comical high abrupt mountains,.”

%covcrcd with the eternal forest. At a fow
miies in the distance, those niountains display
an immense gorge, through which the river
scems to have cut its way, suddeuly con-

tracting its volume amidst their wildly gran 1I

scenery,
In front also, on the other side of the Resti-

.gouche, there is a finc prospect of cuitivated

land, mixed with scenes of 2 sterner charac-
tor, stretching away into the mountain-fast-
nesses of New Branswick, peak over peak;

whilst boidly in reiief against the sky, stands

out one isolated mass, called the Sugar Loaf.

8.

be approached without much ¢

v There is no place in the worid

the distriet of Gaspesia from >

mere

strongly exhibiting cf volcanic action

qnc
2 as

in a very ancient era thau the country bor-

deriny this river, v.'h:en separates Canada in

ew Brunswicl: ;
and there is no part of British North America
where thie peneil of the artist may meet with
fitter craployoent in delineating sublime and
ntere

Th 0

'nr‘ f‘rr'\'(_; (‘i"’ ""l “CIELT,I, an U.C!'C-
ke Su

vrar Loaf eannot
W
l

‘
"

coae eatled ¢
1liculty, on

aceount of the thick forest with which its
sides cnd base are coversd ; bu het very
inteilicont zeolozist and active cﬁ‘lecr of
adyincaes, Contiin Boddety, i 1321 wmas
anitowd Lo dizegrer thet it was fermed o)
tr_')-.ot_:.-wi do not apprezend it exhibiis
any crater, for its summit, In its present

state, couid be reached only by cutiing =

passaze tarcugh the woed, or by

&

gL £x-

tremetly toilsome journcry. sone thousand

two hiundred ard thirty feet in aitizude, ac-

x

cording to trironometric data, but is much
esceeded Ly peaiss en the road side.

Ncarly opposite the mission of the Miic-
mavs, and under the Sugzar Loaf, upen a
a Scotch sectiement, and a 1

Har belt, s a Pres-

bvierian church was erecting. I was toid
most of the settlers about this region come
frem Arran.

Vhilst I was sketching the singular scenes
around me, the Micmacs <were cortinuaily
going in and out of the mission chape!; and
at last an ancient man came, and in Indian

to me. view .n:: 21

style squatted down close
the progre
followed by

Miemuaes are

siicnee, and without intrusion,

3K

of my pencil. Iie was scon

m1

mcny others. ‘This T

o1

race

: “‘COLI- Obn.;"l'_", YETV inncesnt JL“"I“(.‘I!U‘ s ALl

mndcr good a‘éfrrme by their curé, who was
then Monsicur Maillot. They complained
gricvously to us ihat the whites had destroyed
ithcir saimon fickery; and yet they bad just

}rctm‘ncd from an expedition up the river



I walked along the beach, back to Chris-

tie’s, in order to view a little section or two

‘i the nearly horizontal stratification of dis-
inteorating shells and couglomerates. In
rite latter were some nodules of coarse jasper.
The shingle is here intermixed with silicious
-=bbles, some highly beautiful specimens of
#hite crystallized quartz, and very coarse

v oTy T
rhaty .
= 4

Two old long French guns were scen ¢

the missicn beach, and the French in dos-

moir sonk two of their sloops at this piuce..

whizh ore still to be scen at low swarer.

~u:ns silver spooms, pots for cookiny, and

cthor chines which they buried, have lateiy

MEnaSEe b i
o

Deon dng up.
;

Tlree miles up the river is a fioe =lafe

quarry, which has been tried, and found o
provide slates equal for roofing to those of
Bathurst, thirty miles from Dalhousxe, in
New Brunswick, and they were used £
roofing the jail in that place.
The tides rise here ten feet at the spring-
tide, and thus small vessels may always reach
ithe mission, which is likely to become of
‘importance, as it is the central point between
TFredericton and Quebec.*
Christie’s is a very pretty scttlement ; and
‘he, as we are told, gave £1050 for it. It
consists of 1260 acres, thirty only being cul-
i * The following are some of the distances from the mouth
of the river:—
From Dalhousie, in New Drunswick, to Point
Ainempko, or Point Look-both-ways, between
the anchorage and the Narrows, Leing visible
from both 6 miles
From Le Neim to Point-a-la-Garde.eavn-veenns. ; 3

sessssssnm s sessasesssssnnan

A-la-Garde to Oak Point  .cecueen.n.. - e ke NE
O:zk Puintto Point 2 1a Croix ccceescnrecaansess 4
Point & la Croix to the Mission villagg..ceereeaia. 11 &
From the Mission to the head of tide-water ..... 10

. Of course, by following the coast’we made our distance
much greater, but it blew too strong to take the straigh:
courses.

2 «@ood lhouse and borns.  The

natural meado' was, however, i such quan-
tity, that it had yiclded 320 tons of hay:
180 tons had been sold in that vear to the
lumbc"crs, for their cattle, at eight dollars,
or two pourds currcncy 2 ton.

We left this interesting place at six, in
order to prepar.. for meeting the Indians at
.the mouth of the river, and sailed away under
a salute from a skip-gun mounred on a wharf,
and the unicn-jack hoisted on a high poie
aboveir. The wind, however, soon failed us;
and being oblized to take to the oars, night
came on before we made the harbour, and
high

as tiic ship was at anchor under very

land, we could not malie iz out til e moon,

=
-

‘struggling through a mass of clouds, gave us

a glimpse, and we rezched it afier feur
hours hard work.

Near Point-le-Neim, in a ravine formed
by a torrent, there is every indication cf coal,
'which is washed down in the spring. I
picked up a cearse slaty weathered picce.
"This valley is near Robert Reid’s, or Hoare's
farm, and it contains also much ircn-store,
iwhilst from subsequent examinations therc
can be very little doubt

bourin g region

that all tne neigh-

1s rich 1in carbonaceous

‘matter. At Douglas Town, in the Bay of
‘Chaleurs, is a spring of petrolcum.

The Bay of Chalcurs affords a rich iield
for the mineralogist. Its conglomerates con-
tain that beautiful bright red zcolatic mi-
neral resembling jasper, which Las boeen
callcd Huronite, from being found plentifully
The
! dircetion of the strata is usuaily the sune
as those in the Atlantie region of tue United

. States, amongst the transition and secondary

‘amid similar rocks in Upper Huron.

‘rocks, or nO'lh-C'laf aud south-westerly —



that of the course of the St. Lawrence from
Newfoundland to Olio; and here, in the
traps, we find those curious amvodaloidal
wachés, which accompany the porphyries
‘and green stones of Lake Superior, which

appear to pass so e:mlv into each other.

Ja:pm‘ fortification arrafe, and cornelian are

washed from these rocks by the force of the
sea upon exposed beaches, as we found them
ither in situ, or so driven ashore, every-
where on the south-west margin of the bays

£
Gl

Chalcurs and Gaspé.

"There are fine jasper pebbles at the mouth
of the River Capelin, or Capeland, adjoininy
New Rickmond; and at Tracadegash Bay, or
New Carleron, near Monsieur Hyppolite’s ;
but at Paspebiac is the great mine of agate
zud jasper, called Gaspé pebbles.

At anchor a mile and a half from the
Canada shore, under Migoacha DPoint, we
could sce very plainly the new settlement of
Dalhousie, in New Brunswick, and a pro-
mising country ; whilst the Gaspé shore was
covered with pine forests, mixed with black
and white birck, the Canada balsam, the
spruce and cedar, with only 2 patech of culti-
vation, scastered, now and then, and stolen,

as it seemed, out of the forest; nothing

relieving the monotony of the universal

green, excepting the banks cf Indian red
rock which were here and there unclothed,
and the same bright hue stealing out from
some inaccessible precipice of the mountaias.

Here we stayed to receive the Micmacs,
and at about ten o’clock saw the Mosquito
flect in all its glory, paddling in the Dal-
The inkabi-

tants began to come on board with petitions

hceusie, against wind and tide.
e

for the governor-gencral, and with offers of

assistance. A very intellicent Canadian,

Monsicur Hyppolite, remained with us.

The Indian @leet—1he O Chici—T'reparations tor the
Council—Iiceeption of the Governor-Generai—The “ Talk”
—Linpressive Scene—The Recognition—Distribution of the
Prosents—Singnlar Taste in [lead Ornaments—Ilandsome
Indian VWeman—Description of the licmac Tribe—[e-
collcetions of the Canadian Indians—The Wigwam Camp
contrasted with the splendid City—A [lalf-civilized Indian
—Irresistiile power of Old Associations—The Warrior'a
Tule—An Irish Family—Squattinz—New Richmond—

emarkable Coast—Large Trade in Fish—Sudden Squail—

Unique Scencry.

AT eleven o’clock we saw the Indian fleet,
with eighty-thrcc men on board, paddling
towards the ship, in company with a small
schooner belonging to the mission.  Livery
canoe had a tlag flving. That of the curé was
distinguished by a red ensign, with a white
cross, the chief’s by an old union-jack, and the

mln,ra were fancifully composed of ribbons,
thandkorchiefs, &c. Lach canoe had ihrce

occupants, and all paddled up to the vessel

in excellent order, firing an irregular salute
;of musquetry, and thgn the whole crews:
stood up and pulled off their hats to his
Excellency the governor-general, who stood
;uncovered on the deck.

The curé, the chief, the interpreter, zmdf

jsome of the notables came on board, and’
the governor shook hands with the vencrabie
‘patriarchal looking chicftain, a very finc old
‘man, whose iron frame had been bent, but
ot broken down entirely, by the fatigues
and privations of a forest life.

The interpreter spoke pretty good Frenrh
and his Indian dialect sounded very Italian.
After a little talk, they again embarked, and

stood in for a small bay on the Canada shore.

The presents were then put into the barge,
and whilst they were landing, I took the
ccutter, and some tents and flags, and fol-
;Ilower;l the Indians.

Arriving on shore, I found they had
‘hauled up their canocs on the beach, and.

_accordmgly proceeded to land the gun-

powder and stores ; after which I sclected a




smantie rising ground, flanked by the forest
¢a all sides but towards the sea, and on which
were two pretty looking green shelves, oa
which we pitched two tonts, and set up the

Dritish flag. As soon as thc ZOVeIner’s tent’

was picched, the Indians commenced carpet-

nz it, io a neat styie, with interwoven pine

sprays.  We then housed the presents and
powdcr in the other tent, struck off :he heads
f the cases of presents, and hoisted the

:un"nal that every thicg was ready: br this

tinte the barge had rcached the vessel.

His Excellency, accompanied by his scere-
tary, Colonel Glegg, Dr. Stewart, and the
captaln, then embarked under a well.Ared
salute from the ship.

The scene now Uecame veory interesting.

wdvaaild
Tha

I'he tents were near a road which rsn u=

=

the hill to the settlement alrcady mentioned.
They were uuc}.cc. Dv .om' fora
high land;
beach covered with canocs, and in front, the

t trees and
below them was thc ‘brignt

’ocean, the vessel, schooner, boats, and the
wildly romantic mountains in the distance.
As his lordship approached, the cur¢
ranged his sauvages, as the Irench always
torm the Indians, in a line on the shore to
the left of the tents, and on the governor’s
landing, saluted him with a brisk fire of
musquetry. His Excellency wore the star
of the Bath, in plain clothes, and excited the

utmost attention. On proceeding to the

tents, he took a station immediately in front

of his own, the weather being so intensely
hot, that a crowd of Indians within would
have been insupportable. He therefore be-
gan to kold “ the talk.”

The chicf, Condcau, an old man of about
seventy-six, bearing all the appearance of a
resolute hunter, now came forward, leaning
on a stick, and being introduced to his lord-
ship, was soon surrounded by eager listeners
from all the tribe of the Micmacs that could

lO.

be collected at this scason, when most of
them were atsent cn the hunting-grounds.
The women aud children kept aloof.  They

received their Ifather with that courtcous
gravity inkerent in the red man of North
America, and thus marshalled at the tents,
the coureil was ¢mened by Condeau shaking
hands witzh the representative of his Gioat
Father.

I shall not easily forget this scene. Tkhe
reserved gravity of the Indians, mixed with
the cagerness displayed in their bright eyes,
‘and the knowledge that we had before us a

fharmlcss race, gradually wearing away, who
' were trying the hard lessons of civilization,
were, altogether, food for deep 1 reficetion.

' His lerdship first demanded, in Freneh, of
‘the Miemac nation, whether this tribe ac-
‘knowledged Condeau to be their chief; to
which an affirmation being given, through
the interpreter, his Excellency took from me
a large silver medal of George the Third,

which the captain of the brig 2nd myself had
tied with blue and yellow ribbons, , and again

;addrcssmg the nation, said, in the name of
!the Great Father, the King, he recognizcd
thim as chief, and in token of regard and
recognition, placed round his neck the medal.
His lordship then also placed a massive
Esilver armlet, similarly adorned, round the
chief’s arm, and ticd it on; on which the

oid man, in a manner suprisingly graceful,
considering his infirmitics, tendered his
‘homage.

. The governor then observed, that having
recognized the chief of the Restigouche
.Miemacs, he wished to know if the nation
‘desired to make any statement to their Great
Father.  Condeau, the old chicf, with ani-
mation, now entered into a long statement of
circumstances respecting their boundary line
being unfairly drawn, and the destruction of

the salmon fishery by the whites, which
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seemed to be their chief source of unhap-

piness.

The governor having promised to take

their wants into consxder.,tmn, and to redress
their wrongs, cclled for the second clicf,
who wmade a very long speech to the same
effeet as his superior, and intermingled it
The talk

was then ended by the governor presenting

with much oratory and action.
Condeau with a chief’s gun and a gold-laced
bar, snd the second chief with a similar cun
and a silver-laced hat, adding a carrot of
tuheeco for the head of the nation.

“Ulie distribution of the presents then com-
menced, and a most interesting scence if, was.
TLe eagerness of the red men, their intense
anxicty of look, their guttural notes of appro-
bation as each article was disnlaved, and
" |

their singular features and costume, made

altogether a subject difficult to pourtray.
One mau, a strong tall fellow, wore = round
hat, on the band cf which were stuck silver
bottle-labels, by way of high ornament, with
the usual words, white wine, champagne,

brandy, gin, on them, and he scemed as,

proud of his ludicrous coronet as though it
It was with the
utmost difficulty that we could refrain from
laughter, when this poor fellow thrust his
head into the circle during the specches;

were an imperial diadem.

but as nothing would have given greater
Eoﬁ"elcxce to the Indians, of courze we chose a
fitter opportunity.

Most of the tribe were decently clothed in
blue woollen short frocks and trowsers, or
edged with red;

and one had the red
coat of a soldier of the royal sanpers and

rather pantzloons, some

wore the blanket ;

miners.

The governor, after the presents were
displayed, sent for the squaws and chil-
dren, and presented each chicf’s squaw and

daughter with half a dozen silver brooches,

11.

and a pair of 511\ er ear-rings, and gave simi-
lar presents to cach squaw. The old chicf’s
daughter was the handsomest Indian woman

I have cver seen, clean and neat in her per-
son and attire, but with her infant sl slunrr on

her back, and bournd tightly in the bark
cradle.

A list of all the presents was then given
to Condeau, consisting of fowling-pieces,
powder, shot, blunkets, blue and red wool-

len cloth, calicoes, thread, twine for their

o

nets, haichets, pots for cooking, needles, and

a varicety of useful articles. These were soon
shipped in their canoes, and the tribe again
on their return to the Jission, delighted
with the visit of the governor, and in high
glee, although most of them had tasted no
food that duy, having left their homes at
daylight, and it was now late.

I was sorry to observe that their breed
had been mixed, as some of their features
were decidedly Euvropean, and the bair, in
those cases, had a tendency to curl, instead
of hanging in long black tresses, as usual.

The Micmac Indians are an inoffensive,
harmless people, who are daily vanishing
from the Jand of their fathers, as they are
shut in by the whites, their grant bemg but
six hundred acres, of which they only pos-
sess three hundred and fifty fit for cultiva-
tion, or, in fact, at all certainly belonging to

them. They appear poor, and are, no doubt,
much exposed to the chicanery of their
neighbours,  Their interpreter, who is a
half-breed, seemed also a designing fellow ;
and it was whispered, that they had not
much confidence in their religious instruc.
tor, who had very little of the vivacity or

bonhomnmnie of a Frenchman, and was not

very cleanly dressed for such an unusual

occasion. DBut the regularity in which they

live, their innocent behaviour, simplicity,

and the acknowicdgcd merit of their con-




duct in the country, would, nevertheless,

seem to be fostered by the priest.

The tribe consists of not more than three:

hundred and twenty-six souls, part at the

Mission, and the rest at New Richmond.

Several were hunting up the river, and did

not attend. A few Spoke English ; several
spoke French; but the chief, and most

‘of the tribe, knew no other langnage than
“their own. In former times, their nation
was harassed by the warlike Iroquois, who
much diminished their numbers, and, cn
one occasion, shut a large party of them up,
by tracking them to a cavern, where thcy
had taken refuge, mear Dic. These they
slew ; and vestiges of their fate bave recently
been discovered. At this moment, so lively
is the recollection of the miseries they
'endured from the cruel Iroquois, that the
word Iroquois makes them tremble; ardan
.advantage was taken of this by some settlers

! -
‘lately, who, finding that these poor people

ihad put up their wigwams in the woods

. whilst on a hunting excursion, dressed them-
selves up as wild Icdians, and. appearing
suddenly in the encampment, with loud cries

frichtened them so much, that they fled to

“the Mission.

The Indian women here wear a short

‘body gown, and pointed conic head-dress, .

peculiar to that people in Canada; and
some of these cloth hcad-dresses were beau-
tifully worked in figures and tracery, with
the moose-hair and porcupines’ quills, dyed
in bright colours. The younger women
were extremely clean; and the papouse, or
child, in the cradle on their backs, had a

nicely-worked clean cap on, and appeared to

S o waced Oy Lo modber

To return to miv narrative,—we embarked
again, after having siruck our tents at abont
five. An Irish family, consisting of a man,
his wife, and seven children, had been settled
here for four years. The eldest son, a fine
young man, was evidently dying of consump-
tion, and the seccond as evidently following
him to the grave. Bathing in a hot sun was
said to be the proximate cause. The mother,
with all 2 mother’s feelings, eagerly seized
the opportunity afforded by the unexpected
visit of a physician, and applied to Ur.
Stewart, who gave both medicine aad adiice,
but was without hope. The eldest, as is
usual with persons in his case, where the
insidious disorder is at its height, was In
high spirits, and asked me to procure an old
gun for him, 2s they were much harassed by
the bears, and he had no means of killing
birds to eke out the subsistence of the family,
whilst the few and distant neighbours were
unprovided with fire-arms.

Many of those who came on board were
improvident Irish settlers, who had squatted,
as the term is, in America, or taken pos-
session unlawfully, and wished the governor
to prevent their being cjected by the rightful
|owners.

On these settlements, which are partly in
townships, and partly in seignories, the
mixture of French and English laws and
customs is productive of serious inconve-
nience, to which the people of the adjoining
coast of New Brunswick are not liable,
and consequently, that shore is being fast
settled.

To-day the line was taken to the land,
and hauled near Dalhousie, when a few sea-
mullet, a few small crabs, and a lobster were
caught.

We got under weigh at six, on the 20th of
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July, and worked with the tido round Migo-.
acha Doint towards Tracadegash Bay, or
Neuvelle Carleton, Monsieur Hyppolite's
residence, but were obliged to anchor in four
fathoms. It rained tremendously all night,
atter the barometer had fallen. ‘1l next
morning at eight, however, the baromcter
rose a liitle, and with a slicht north-west
wind and heavy rain, we got into the bay
opposite Monsieur Hyppolite’s house, where
ke was building a water-mill.  Here, a long
beach of fine sand sheets the bay completely
in, and the view, which I shall allade to
hereafter, is very singular.

We caught a sea-cat, or sea-devil, and
some sea-trout here. The governor was
received with due honours, and drove in
a caléche to New Rialmond, nine miles dis-
tant. All Tracadegash Bay is well settled,
and even some of the high mountain land is
cleared.
~ There is a church on the beuch, which is
served for two months b}: the curé of the
Indian mission, part of his people residing
in the neighbourhood.

We caught several fine sea-trout, but little

else, except a gigantic lobster, without his
shell, and with legs, or claws, as red as if
tney had been boiled.
mer, or sea-toad, was plentiful ; I caught one
with a hook which had gorged itself with
potatoces.

The crapaud-de-

We got under weigh at half past three,
and stood in for East Richmond, Mr. Craw-
ford acting as pilot. The great mountain
here appears covered with stunted wood, and
shows the rock necar its summit, which is
many hundred feet above the sea. I think
there is cither a deep coat of clay on it, or
else it is composed of the disintegrating sand-
stone, as the whole face under the hard cap
is wrinkled, and worn into valleys and sharp

gullics.

In this bay, in hauling up our hooks, we
‘obtained several fine specimens of sponge,’

frmly attached to large pebbles, and grow-
i_fng round sea-weed, whose roots had clasped

' the stones.

Ve anchored for the night off the Great.
‘;Cascupcdiac River. Here there is a bay of
‘the same name, extensively scttled, in one
continuous line, by Jersey-men and by Cana-
.dian I'rench. The fine district of New Rich-
‘mond, on a flat between two ranges of high
‘mountains, with the flourishing township of
Maria, forms one of the most cultivated and
best parts of Gaspesia. Cascupediac signifies
‘the Great Bay; Nipisighit, the opposite large
bay in New Brunswick, means the Landing-
place of the Green Trees; and Paspebiac,
‘just above in Canada, the Great Landing,
:from its fine and extensive beach. .

I_ We got under weigh again about six in.
the morning of the 28th of July, and stood for
the island of Bonaventure, with but little
wind, and fine weather, though rather cold
'.for the season. The boat, as we mude little
‘way, was sent on shore with letters, and to
fetch hay ; and the great trawl was put over-
board (an operation I had never seen be-

fore), and after remaining more than an hour,
brought up three small turbot, or rather
a fish of that species, some very small dabs,
or flat-fish, shrimps, very large scailops, and
other marine shells, with the hair sea-weed,
a beautiful piece of sponge, in three long
lobes, adhering to the weed, and some ox-
fish, with spinous projections above the eyes.
We tried to catch cod, but this is seldom
effccted when the vessel has way upon
her.

Here we saw coarse dark lime-stone under-
lying the bright red sand-stone of the coast,
whose layers were much distorted in places,
but preserved a general horizontality. The
coast towards Bonaventure is very remark-




able, being 2 high sharp bank, over which
several .small streams project themselves in
straight cascades.

'The shore here is not well settled, although
the mountain is low, and appears very easy

of ascent, and capable of cultivation. The
Scotch settlers in this part of Canada, with

the people from Jersey, form the most poten-
tial party. They are opposed to the Irish
and I'rench Canadians, and thus mutually
check each other. The French arc a mild
inoffensive race, and very much afraid of
their neighbours, who resort to club-law at
the elections.

The house of Robin, at Paspebiac, is one
of the principal e;_t;bﬁsl@_gnts on this coast,
employing from two to three Lundred per-
sons in drying and exporting fish, their ships
taking it to I'rance, Naples, and to all parts
of the Mediterranean.

The wind freshened in the evening, and
we stood off and on, to make the anchorage
of New Richmond, Bonaventure. We put
over the trawl before t.l_;e boat returned, but
were unsuccessful, catching nothing but star-
fish, sea-urchins, thc sca-lizard, and another
turbot.

The captain finding thick ruziny weather
coming on, so that at eight he could not dis-
tinguish the land, stood off again under easy
sail, with a heavy gele from the southward,
and thus we tacked from Canada to New
Brunswick and back, it raining, blowing,
and being dark all night, and were obliged
to anchor next morning at half-past seven,
it still blowing hard, in the road, or har-
bour, of Paspebiac.

Paspebiac is a very neat fishing-town, lying
on a long shingly beach, at the back of which

is a barachois, or lagoon, and a raunge of
heights, on which Mr. Robin’s house, inha-
bited by Mr. Gosset, is built in a very beau-

tiful situation, with a fine road running up

the_l:_ifi_ght Indicn red sand-stone bunks. The
disinteoration of these banks produces a red
soil, which is represented as being very
fertile.

Ilere we observed some large topsail
schooners building, and in the harbour
were five large square-rigged vessels load-
The fishermen
and their families, however, secmned poor.

They lead a very hard life, and we saw

ing with fish for Europe.

several cases of acute rheumatism, as well
‘as consumption, aund white-swelling of the
knee, amongst them.

The currency of the country here is a
quintal of fish, which is worth 12s. 64. in
hard cash, or 14s. Gd. store pay, the latter
being the usual mode of payment. Store.
pay in Canada signifies what the shopkeeper
values his goods at in seitling with the work-
ing classes, and of course varies with the
demand and supply. ;

His Ixcellency left the ship under a salute
of seventeen guns, in a strong gale, the boat
darting to the beach, which was about half a
mile off. On landing, he was received with
a similar salute from five pieces of caunon,
and conducted by Mr. Gosset to his house,
over a neat hand-rail bridge, of very great
length, which stretched across the lagoon.
I1is lordship then proceeded, with his seere-
tary and Mr. Crawford, in caléches, to
New Carlisle, the conaty town, about three
miles back along the shore, leaving Dr.

Stewart and m_vself' to botanize and geolo-
gize, or obtain general information of the
locality.

I found several fine jaspers, and obtaincd
a number of agates, or Gaspé pebbles, on the
long beach or point, which shuts in the
lagoon from the ocean. These appear to
come from thc conglomerate of the river
Restigouche formation, and that of the vici-

nity, and are washed in some plenty upon



the beach of Paspebiac, after strong gales in
the fall and spring. I presented the governor
with the best specimen I found, which was a
neat concentrate-circled agate. Inferior cor-
nelian was also among the débris; but as
the children and wives of the fishermen
closely search the beach after the periodical
storms, but few good specimens will be ob-
The best go to
London and Quebec, where they are formed

tained by casual visitors.

by the lapidaries into very pretty ornaments,
sometimes fetching high prices, and bearing

-sounding local names.

The limestone beds in the vicinity of the

red sandstone, here obtain a similar red hue,

and numerous organic remains exist in them.

I picked up two fragments of orthccerw,
but our stay was, unfortunately, too limited to
examine minutely distant objects. I was
informed by Justice Thompson, that vast
quantities of large bones fall out of the cliffs
of sand at Eel River, below Hareng Island.

The governor cmbarked again at ore
o’clock, fromn a very ingeniously constructed
sliding wharf, which was let out into suffi-
ciently deep water, by tackling
they again fired

g; and here
a salute from their fve
guns. Mr. Crawford left us, and Justice
Thompson took a passage for Percé, where
he was about tv open the court.

Paspebiac, south point of beach, is in
48° 54’ 0”.6 north latitude, 65° 18" 16”7
west lougitude,

We had some difficulty in reaching the.
vessel, which had lain to for us; and

when we at last got on board,

she sailed.
with a strong southerly wind, which about
three freshened into one of those sudden
squalls to which this part of the Bay of;
Chaleurs is subject in summer, and which.

blcw away a studdmg—saﬂ boom.

15.

Before we went ashore this day, I caught

five fish with the hook and line, two being

of the turbot kind, and the mate also got

some more, with a tommy-rod, or sea-trout.

The prawns were excellent, and of a species

between the prawn and the shrimp. We ob-.

lulled, and a very heavy sea

served that the sandstone was very horizon-
tally stratified all along the Paspebiac coast..

Passed Hopetown, and saw an almost cnn-‘_i|
tinued line of settlement on the shore, hacked
by distant, but not very high mountains.

We stood on all night, the wind having-
running, until

=2
between five and six next mommf_f, when We

anchored in twenty fathoms in  Percé Ba.v, or

roadstead, a dangerous anchorage.

usual to description of scenery ;

Here I must devote a larger space than
for I think
there is no part of British America which
presents a more curious association of sea-

rocLs, mount:nns, and cliffs.




Splendid Panoramic View—The Talle Roclante—The famous
Pierced Rock.—The Bay of Storms.—Singular Chazacter
of the Town—Tle Bay of Chaleurs—A Daring Exploit—
Bonaventure—Rock Fishery—Magnificent Scenery-—The
Mirage — Cape Gaspé — Splendid Harbour of Gaspé—
VWhite Squalls—Aurora Borealis—Singular Optical Illusicn
—Detroleum Spring—The Schoolmaster abroad—Micmac
Indians — Chalybeate Spring — English Church — Great
Fishing Establishment—Differeut Fish caught in the St.
Lawrence—Lead Ore—Condition of the Fishermen—The
Fishermen of Newfoundland.

Figst of all, I shall attempt to describe
the splendid panoramic view presented at
the roadstead of Percé, of which I should
have given drawings, but for the extensive
nature of the scene, which would require

four large ones to eluc_idate its
The most remarkable feature, is the

mountain called the Téble Roulante. Near
the extreme Cape of Lower Canada, on the
right shore, is a large arm of the sea, called
Gaspé Bay, having on one side Cape Gaspé,
and at a great distance on the other, the
high land of Percé and the neighbourhood.
Here, when we have sailed as far as the
village of Percé, a panorama presents itself,
‘part of which I have attempted to pourtray.

Percé is a fishing village, from which
large quantities of cod are annually exported,
-and it is famous for its pierced rock, from
iwhich it takes its name; as well as from
having been the point of rendezvous for the
first English fleet, in 1648 and 1629, under
Kirk, which was sent against Canada, and

which succeeded in wresting Quebee and!

Canada from Champlain.

Father Hennesin, in his interesting work
on the first scttlement of Canada, describes
the Pierced Rock, as * a small cape of land,

which shoots out into the sea, in the middle
of which is a great arch, which is naturally

pierced in the rock, under which the Cha-

loups that fish for poor-jack pass, when
they return from fishing.”

It is now ccrtainly not a cape, although
there is cvery appearance of its having for-
merly been joined to the Téable Roulante on
the main land.

This latter is a formation of much geolo-
gical interest, it being of the new red sand-
stone, resembling the Exeter red conglo-
merate, and in which are found those beau-
tiful jaspers, and red zeolitic minerals, pecu-
liar to Gaspesia, from which they have
Iohtained the name of Gaspé pebbles amongst
lapidaries. In the associated limestones are
also beautiful and rare specimens of shells;
and altogerther, independently of the singular
scenery, DPercé is well worth a summer
visit.

The highest part of the land is the Table
Roulante, ‘a lofty spar which cuts off the
land-passage to the lower parts of the Bay of

Chaleurs, and is supposed to be from fifteen
_hundred to two thousand feet in altitude.

' Here one of the most singular scenes we
‘'had observed in our whole progress pre-
'sented itself, and part of which has been
already mentioned. The small neat white-
‘washed houses of the town and fishing sta-
tion of Percé, with long lines of stages to
cure the cod fish, and a handsome clean
‘beach, are backed by a lofty and sharp moun-
‘tain, and surmounted by a mass of beetling
'and overhanging bright red rock lower down
on the right. This rock was cut into fan-
tastic and abrupt cliffs, descending sheer
into the ocean, behind the promontory of
Mont Joli; and was contrasted by belts of
cultivated ficlds carried up, by man’s in-
dustry and patient toil, the steep mountain
as far as appeared practicable; and these
fields were, intersected and frowned over by
dark and dismal woods, except where a deep
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stratum, or aprojectiﬁg—lgdgé:_af the Indian
red sandstone, broke the gloom with its vivid
colouring.

Percé has a court-house, and English and
Catholic church, all situated most pictu-
resquely on the side of the Tible Roulante;
but the anchorage is not a very safe one for
laryge vessels, as, owing to the great height
and broken nature of the land in the neigh-:
bourhood, and the vast expanse of the Ba}'j
i of Chaleurs here, it is subject to such suduen'
an-i violent storms and squalls, that the ﬁrst.
!_ml;abn.mts called it Terre-des-Tempétes, or.
“the Storm Land ; and the indentation of the
coast of which Percé forms the southern ex-
I tremity,
Baic.
this bay in the expedition against Quebee in
1721. .

Percé must, however, always be a place of
importance, as the cod-fishery in Mal Baie:

is an abundant and close source of wealth.'
The fish are said to be of a smaller kind than

those from Newfoundland, but the expense of
equipment is, of course, less for the capture

of them, as it is carried on in undecked boats
chiefly.

is most appropriately named Mal

Two vessels of war were wrecked in

" The Pierced Rock lics at nearly nwht
angles with the extreme point of Mont Joli,
or the town of Pereé at a short distance, and
has evidently once been a portion of the
continent, as at low water it may sometimes
Its height is above 300

feet, and it is about 100 wide, excepting at

be approached.

‘by the magnates of Percé, that no further!
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'the seaward end, where it is not more than.
twenty or thirty.

i This singular island is a mass of the new
red sandstone formation, nearly perpendlcu-
larly precipitous on all its sides, and presents,
vmh the land behind, a most unusual sce ne
‘when approached from seaward, the v.hnlt.
:Iookmg like some Titanic effort, or Cy cln-
‘plan ruins on the most extensive scale. Iu
the rock, as seen in the plate, there are two
farchcs perforated, as though by artificial
‘means ; the lurgest appearing from forty to
:ﬁfty feet in height, and both being passable
/by the fishing-boats in calm weather; and
‘there is another lateral arch of cqual dimen-
sion on the north-cast side.

Numberless oceanic birds resort to Percé as:
;a. secure breeding place, and it was long before
Ethey were disturbed, as the island was con-
.sidered perfectly inaccessible, until a young
faspirant for fame, after several unsuccessiul
:attcmnta in which he was in imminentdanger,

:succet.dL.d in gaining the top, which is co-

ivered, as is usual in similar isles in Shetland,
;Wlth fine grass. Thus, the poor cormorant,
'the guil, and the goose, were deprived of
}t‘neir natural right, and their eggs became a
{source of profit to the hardy adventurer, and
'others who followed his daring «climbings,
‘and the birds abandoned their tower of
.strength.

! The fishermen in this land of fogs and

i <
storms, soon found that they had experienced

|
a loss not counterbalanced by the temporary,
har\eat of eggs and hay, as the screams uf
*the gulls acd the sea-birds, had been a:

'securc and certain guide for them in their:

‘approach at night, or at such seusons, to:

itheir homes; and it was- therefore decreed:

‘plunder of nests, or risk of necks in ascend.
ing the Pierced Rock should be permiited

during the breeding season. Thus, the |




birds rcturned to their sovereignty, and

there they still hold undisturbed posses-:
slon. R e v |
On the opposite side of the panoramic

s # ez = e

view to the Pierced Rock, and nearly parallv:l
with it, but at a much greater distance from
the mainland, is the equally singular island
of Donaventure, which is about a mile from
the town, and terminates, to the scuward,
a series of curious views, which I du 2ot
think is equalled, either in geclogic, or
picturesque interest, in any other part of
Canada.

The side of this island next to the Pierced
Rock is cut straight down, flrom an immense
height, to the sea below, and resembles, at a
distance, pillars of basalt, or grecnstone,
which, with the numerous little fishing-hoats
under the land, all busily engaged in haul-
ing up the denizens of the deep, afforded an
interesting scene.

The fishermen are Canadians, Irish, and
Guernsey or Jersey men, but principally the
latter races; and they are industrious, and
apparently, attend more to their own_eom-
fort than sumt; of their nelrrnbours on then
other shores of the gulph; which may be
‘owing to the fisherman not having to go so.
far from home, whilst engaged in his fishery.

There is a rival establishment here to
that of Mr. Robin, at Paspebiac, which sup-
‘plies Quebec, and some other places, with
fish, and seems likely to succeed. At Pas-.
pebiae, however, it is said they do not raise
grain cnough for their consnmption, and
that both it and Percé depend upen that
little granary of the Gulph of 5t. Lawrence,
Prince Edward’s Islund, for their bread, as
they chietly cultivate petatoes, which, and .
fish, of course, form the chief articles of
their food.

Each fishing-boat has two men on board,

in general, and has two spritsails, and they

go under canvass in almost any weather.
z A - & - -

‘We were surprised to observe the rapidity
.with which they hauled up the cod; the

labour of pulling in their lines seemed inces-

sant, and as though the bottom was a bank
of fish, and the hooks caught them whenever
they descended there.

Bonaventure, from the difficult nature of
its shores, and from its being covered with
forest, is not adapted for habitation, and we
'did not observe any signs of its being occu-
pied, even by the fishermen. It lies between
Mal Baie and Cape Despair, names which
sufficiently evince the dangerous nature of a
'locality, in which so often

“ A settled gloom the face of heaven invades,
And not a star can pierce the brooding shades:”

‘Where—

“ Drench’'d with the beating rain, and dashing waves,
And, toss'd at random, as the whirlwind raves,
The sons of Phryxus see the billows rise,

And near perdition glared before their eyes.”

Nothing can exceed the grandeur of the
approach to the termination of the Bay of

‘:Chalcurs, and the opening of the Resti-
%gouche River, which separates New Druns-
‘wick from Canada.

The coutrast between

;t'he low cultivated, or heavily timbered land
iof New Brunswick, and the mountainocus,
ia.brupt: highlands of Canada, is very remark-
able as you narrow the Bay of Chaleurs,
partxcularly when the mountains are capped,
101* partially shrouded with densc masses ‘of
icloud, and the low land 2 mixture of vcrdurcl
and sunlight, and the dcep clear blue out-
line of the upper pinnacles is set in sharp
‘relief agzinst the clear sky.

E The great mountain is furrowed on thc
E_tacc towards the sea into deep gullics, or
I'sharp valleys, and covered with low woods,
_excepting towards the cap, where the sterile
1'1 rock alone exists.

Tht. phenomenon of thc wmirage is very



frequent here. We saw the houses from
three miles in the offing, drawn out into.
white parallelograms of great height, when
we could not sce the beach below them at
all, and when the fishing-boats near the
shore seemed hull down. This mountain

:a')pt,ars also of the new red sand-stone for-

mation, as jaspers and agates are found
amongst its débris.

All along the Canada shore the houses
are ncatly whitewashed, ¢iving them a more
comfortable Jook than these on the New
'Brunswick side, which are chiefiy of framed
.wood-wor]{, and the weather-boarding un-
painted.

The high cliffs on the north side of Percee
are perfeetly perpendicular for several lLinn-
dred feet, and a brown clay-coloured stone is
here intermixed with a deep stratum of clay
of a lighter colour. On the coast on the
western side, the Indian red sand-stone over-
lies the lime-stone ; and here we found some
fine spccimens of fossil shells, and some mag-
nesian carbonate of lime. There were also
many jasper pebbles on the beach.

The stratification of the sand-stone 1s some-
what more inclined here; but the pierced
rock, which has a good share of the clay-
coloured stone, suffers decomposition in the
severe gales from the north. There is a
little but irregular beach of débris round it.
The beach of Percé itself (the town) is very

fie, and composed of slaty and pebbly shia-
gle, well adapted for drying the fish.
The north shore was well settled near

Cape Gaspé; but as the harbour narrov—as.'.

the country is covered by woods, with only
here and there a projecting piece of the red
rock appearing on the banks. The opening
of the harbour of Gaspé is extremely fine:

a long sand-spit shuts it in, leaving only a

narrow entrance.

of the North River, and of another stream,

In front are the highlands.
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looking very lofty, blue, bold and pictufcsque.
The basin, or inner harbour, appears thickly
settled on its southern shores.

After entering Gaspé Bay, we had many
severe land or white squalls, the sudden
violence and fury of which can scarccly be
conceived. In going into the harbour, one
of these hissing spitfire winds drove us on
shore on the sand-bar, in sand and mud,

with cleven feet water ; '3 so softly, however,
did the ship strike, that it was not perceived.
' The captain, thoroughly experienced in these
seas, kept all sail set, started some water out

of the tiers, brought the chain-cable on deck,
'sent out a kedge and warp; and in another
white squall, which actually screamed, she
surged through the mud and sand, grounding

as she forced her way, and then flew up the

harbour amidst a succession of tkese ficry
squalls,
nearly to her bearings. We brought up in
ilgood style; and a boat from Mr. M‘Connell,
icollector of the port, with two men, came:

some of which heaved her over.

'to ask if they could render any assistance.
1.The aurora was very bright and. beautiful.
at night. l
Next morning early, I went on shore with.
the captain, to see the collector, and ascertain:
about our further progress. We breakfasted
with Mr. M‘Connell and Mr. Du Vall at
the collector’s house, which is very pleasantly
situated on a hill, at the base of which are

several large storchouses. Iere I obtained
many specimens of quartz crystals from the

Percé rocks, several being double-pointed,
and all of the clearest kind ; and they are
said to be pleatiful, and very large.

I left the captain, to walk along the beach
for about two miles, where I saw an old
battcry of four guns near the house, and
observed the greywaché slate in several fine

sections, and in nearly vertical layers, passing




into small x,mwlmm.ra;e, in which were mauy
fiue jaspers and an agate.

The governor having landed, I rejoined
the party at the wharf, and we started in
half an hour up the south-west arm for its
head, accompanied by a flat (a local name
for a flat-bottomed boat), and the custom-
house boat, and sailed up with a fair wind,
grounding, however, often, the channel being
Notwithstanding the diffi-

culties of its navigation, a ship of 370 tous

very intricate.

‘was built, and launched far up the arm, last

yhats .
_ The south-west arm is crossed at infervals
bv salmon-weirs, and at about five miles from

the basin narrows into a beautiful river—
indeed into the most beautiful little stream
[ have scen in America, with clear sparkling
water, and a succession of natural meadows,
or litile prairies, with richly-wooded banks,
consisting of birch, poplar, pine, &c.

There is here a remarkable optical illu-
sion ; for in ascending the river with a high
range of mountains before you, the river and
its bauks seem to dip down towards them
very steeply, or, in other words, to run up

Lill. I could not believe the evidence of my

sight; but the captain, who was in the boat

with me, also observed it.

We stopped at Paterson’s farm, where we
counted sixteen barrels of salmon, said to be
worth £48, on the spot ; a proof of the value
Here Colonel Glegg, the

captain, and Mr, M‘Counell, left us to try

of the river.:

for trout, for which the stream is famed;
ﬂu_l having had intelligence of a petrolium
spring, his lordship sent for an m Indian guide,

and proceeded with me into the interior in
gearch of it.

As, however, our time was limited, and
we found that according to Indian custom,
the locality stated though to be near was very
far off, it became necessary to abandon the
search. An Indian first discovered it issuing
from the sand-stone rock, and Mr. Paterson
:assured me it was so abundant, that when he
;was there he might have brought away half
a gallon if he had had the means. IIe, how-
ever, kindly undertook to send a bottle of it
;down to the harbour, and kept his word
Inext morning ; and the bottle, a wine quait,
is now in the muscum of the Literary and

IHIStUI'].Cul Society at Quebec. It contains
2 thin pure mineral oil of the usuul colour.
The land on thie south side oi the south-
west arm seems very good, but is not cleared,
.u\vinfr to its being in the hands of large

.proprietors, who are speculating onit. There

is a half-pay captain of marines, Mr.;
‘\I Arthur, settled here, who, it was bald
was doing very well.

A terrible fire had devastated the countrw
adjacent a short time back, and passerh
across the arm, which is very wide, destrov-ll
mrr tfences and huilding timber to a great

extent, E
1

i

i The previous week a very violent squ'illl
‘had occurred, which threw down many trees.
It lasted only ten minutes, but tore the
shlnwle coverings off the houses, threw ves-

sels on their beam-ends, and did rrreat:.
damage.

The north side of the arm, on which we!
‘walked, is almost a continuous settlement ;;
‘but the land appears poor, and the peoplel
incglcct their farms for the fishery. IHere
we met a schoolmaster from the Royal In-
istitution of Qucbec, who, with a pittance of'
‘.{'. 25 a-vear, had forty scholars from amuu-Tst.
't‘h, settlers’ children. Those people are|
‘chiefly from Ireland or Scotland. Here arc|




also about ‘thirteen families of the Micmac
Indiaus, occupiers of land; some dwelling
in log cabins, others in wigwams, all hav-
{ing signs of cultivation around them, and
itheir children numerous, clean-looking, and
healthy. This branch is entircly separated
from the rest of the nation, and fast merging
into civilization, the squaws having adopted
the dress of the surrounding peasantry, and
all speaking both English and Irench; but:
the schoolmaster complained that the priest:
of Percé, Mr. M*Mahon, would not aIIow;
their children to attend his school, the only:
one they could have access to. Near the
Indian settlement is a chalybeate spring.
The road along the bank is a good middle,
or walking one, and may easily be made
practicable for wheels. Hay and potatocs,
with a little barley, and some oats, are the
chief crops. The wild raspberries were
ripe, and in profusion. Near the termina-
tion of this road is the English church, a

small wooden building, with its bell sus-
pended between two poles.

There i1s a resi-
dent clergyman, who superintends a mission,
extending for very many miles along the
coast.
| We crossed to the head of the basin in a boat
sent for us from the ship, at which we arrived
. Colonel Glegg had
caught a dish of fiue trout, and the seine
had provided us with two large lobsters, and
plenty of flat-fish.

On the 31st of July, at night, we observed
a beautiful aurora. It spread over all the

late in the evening.

quarters of the heavens, and the weather
became colder.

The governor-general, wishing to h:nje a
reported deposit of lead-ore at St. George’s
Cove explored, the barge was got rcady,
and on the morping of the 1st of August his
Excellency, accompanied by Dr. Stewart and
mysclf, procecded in that dircetion, fiftcen

miles distant. We ran under the foresail
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for some tlme, but the wind lulling, we did-

anded at the Grand ( Grevc, on a fine
_Vellow shingle-beach, from which it derives
its name. This place is a large fishing
establishment, belonging to Messrs. Janvrin,
of Jersey.

Hcre, in an obscure nook of a wild re-

gion, where rock and forest rcign almost
pre-eminent, we came suddenly in our wan-
derings upon a most interesting and striking
display of the industry of man, who secks
in the abysses of the ocean, and in the
bowels of the earth, with untiring patience
and unyiclding courage, for riches, which so
soon make themseives wings, and laugh at
his toils and his watchings.

Here by the chance which necessarily
which had been
‘undertaken by Lis Excellency, to obtain ad-

'governed the ‘¢ progress”

ministrative and scientific information con-
cerning portions of his government the least
known, and but rarely visited even by the
curious traveller, we were led at once into
an acquaintance with that species of com-
mercial enterprise, which has so well sus-
tained the naval prowess of Great Dritain,
and which is nowhere better conducted than
by our patient and well-conducted fellow-
subjects from Guernsey and Jersey, who
combine the difficult task of neatness in the
manipulation with success in the curing.

In the Bay of Chaleurs, one of the most
agnificent in the world, these industrious.
people carry on an extensive fishery of cod,
halibut, mackerel, herring, and capelin. Thc,;
principals, residing in Jersey, detach partners:

during the summer to Gaspesia. Their chief
stations, as we have scen, are at Paspebiac

and at Gaspé Bay, near the St. Lawrence.
The Grand Gréve, having a finc open
shingly beach, for a limited extent, amongst
the towering rocks by which this coast is

the Jcrscv house we

bound belongs to




Lave naned, and their cstablishment we

had lcisure, owing to head winds, minacely

to examine.

The process of curing the fish for dic

home market is carried on here in a very

neat and expeditions manner. The head and.

entrails are detached on a high open stage
overhanging the sea, and the livers put into
a tierce. The fish thus split open are carricd
to a large covered building ncar at hand,
where, after they have been well washed, they
are rubbed with salt, and placed in little fiat
piles on the floor. After they have been
sufficiently salted, they arc carried out to
the beach of shingle, and therc spread to dry.
Stazes are also erected for this purpose, as

the space occupied by the beach is small,
and in good scasons, when great at quantities

are caught, some must be hung up to dry.

The labour of spreading and turning the fish

is incessant and severe; as they require to

be frequently turned, the man must turn

each in a systematical manner, with his:

keft and right hand alternately, so as not
to miss one in thousands.

+  After the fish are well cured, they are cul-;
lected and laid in small circles, with the tails:

outwards, and these circles are continually

built upon, each row being larger than that
below it, until the pile has reached two or
three feet in height, when the circles again
diminish, so as to form a conical roof, which

is immediately covercd with birch bark, and-

has stones laid upon it.
impervious to the heaviest rains.

They are packed thus in order to be sea-
soned before barrelling them, and also that
cach boat employed in the fishery may know
its own sharc of the venture, when they are
weighed for exportation.

The piles are then’

"~ The barrels are cylindrical, and are called
drums, holding each a quintal of fish, of 112
pounds, or 128 pounds if intended for the
Brazil or Portuguese market. They are
pressed into these drums by strong screws,
and arc then ready for any climate.

The Grand Gréve sends its fish chiefly to
Rio Janeiro, as the fish caught on iis grounds
are small, and preferred by the Soath Ame-
ricans.

Mr. Aubin and Mr. Wilson are the pre-
sent superintendents of this fishery, and very
hospitably entertained the party in their neat
dwelling on the hill, and also gave the saiiors
of the Kingfisher’s boat, in which his Excei-
lency had visited the bay, lines and bait to
fish with for the ship’s company. The men,
albeit unused to the business, tried in forty
fathomn water, a little distance off the beach,
and caught in less than an hour forty-five
cod, a large brett or plaice, with many flat-
fish, and an enormous halibut was given to-
them by Mr. Aubin. |

"The bait used for the cod is hnr*'mrr acd
capelin, a peculiar little fish, considered even
here a lusury, when dried. It comes in
shoals to the shore in the month of Juae, as
at Newfoundland.

The importance of this fishery is very
great, and to shew that the waters of St.
Tawrence and Chaleurs abound in every
kind of fish, I shall merely enumerate those
we caught during our six weeks voyage in
-the gulphs.

Lobsters ; shrimps and prawns; crabs;
cod ; sca-mullet, or trout ; lance; bar-fish;
salmon, in the rivers; white trout, ditto;
parr, or spotted trout, ditto; dog fish; sea-

frog or crapaud-de-mer; mackerel; scallops;

‘bleak ; eels; turbot, or large flat-fish ; dabs,

or flounders ; halibut; brett, or large plaice.



We also procurcd herrings, of which we saw
vast shoals. We saw the common porpoise ;
the splendid white porpoise, peculiar to a
particular part of the St. Lawrence; large
whales; and the ox-fish, with two horms.
We likewise got seals ; the sea-lizard; star-
fish; a great variety of moluscous animals
and testaceous fishes, and the sea-porcupine,
or hedgehog.

On the coast of Labrador the small flat-
fish were so plentiful, that the sailors actually
spearcd numbers of them, when lying near
the beach, with boat-hooks, and even with
the iron rods used to support the boat’s awn-
ings. Whales are also occasionally caught
in Gaspé Bay.

Mr. Wilson, one of the superintendents
of the fishery, conducted the governor to-
wards Maitre Pierre Simon’s house, at In-
dian Cove, where 1t was said lead-ore¢ had
been found. I proceeded there in advance,
to procurc every necessary information, and
passed by a very romantic pathway, along
the edge of high cliffs and abrupt ravines,
through a well cultivated strip of land, dotted
with cottages of the fishermen, whose familics
appeared to live in plenty and comfort. I

passed St. George’s Cove, which is merely
a smali inlet, w here there were 2 beach and

fishing
miles, arrived at Indian Cove, which I found

station, and, after going about two

to be a sharp valley, in the face of cliffs,
fcomposed of carboniferous lime-stone and
the new red sand-stone.

Here I met Mr. Pierre Simon, a respect-
able and wealthy fisherman, who very kindly
shouldered his pickaxe and descended the
cliffs with me, and soon extricated some
brilliant galena, forming veins in the lime-
stone. Its habitat was, howerver, difficult
to observe here, as the cliff was covered
by dilris from above. DBut it proved, in
neichbouring localitics to be about an inch
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in thickness, near the junction of the lime-.
stone with the sand-stone strata, and ran up
at a high angle.

" The lime-stone here has a visibly high
inclined stratification, which I saw well in 2
small quarry Simon had excavated, in order
:.Lo obtain materials for a chimney, in a field

|at least forty feet higher than tke top of thg

sea.-chﬁ" “The mchnatlon of the strata was

from north-west to south-cast, the dip being
in the opposite direction. The sznd-stone had
the same dip, but was, in places, much con-
torted and altered in its appearance, by the
continual washing of the occan and wearing
of the weather. On going higher on the
hill, the lead again appeared, but the ground
was here covered with splinters of the rocks.

The ore was a rich galena, caboidal, and
of a bright blue colour, with high mezallic
lustre on the fresh faces, staining the fingers
;very little, and not easily fusible in the rough
‘way.

Simon told me that he had commenced
life as a common fisherman; but Ly toil
and prudence had secured independency, and
now imported his own stock from Europe.
The great difference between what is visible
here, and what is to be met with at some
out of the out-harbours in Newfoundland,
has struck me very much. The climate is
no better, but more severe; and yet here
the fisherman’s family contrive to previde

his winter stock of potatoes and hay, to
keep a cow, and to rear much poultry, which
are fed with oats, and not with the garbage
of fish.

The people in both colonies are equally
for I
believe, as a race, the Newfoundland fisher-

hard worked, and are equally moral;

-men to be as moral as'any peasantry in the

world ; and yet, for want of managemeunt, or

rather from a cause which I propose to treat

:gf at large in a small work cn Newfound-




land, the poor fishermen there remain more
icnorant and more helpless than any other
people similarly employed. The inhabitaats
of Newfoundland, chiefly of the Irish stock,
have had, it is true, very improvident habits
to contend with; but they are, as a body, not
addicted to drunkenness; their women are
careful mothers and good wives; and I am
persuaded that but little is wanting to render
their condition as happy as that of the Guern-
sev and Jersey mea of the Bay of Chaleurs.

Nationalities and animosities must give

.wa_c; a new race is fast springing ups who
pride themselves upon being natives of the
island ; and, when the blessings of education
can be distributed, by the formation of roads,
and a more dircct intercourse with the dis-

tant stations, there will be as excellent a race

in Newfoundland as the world can boast of.

[nured to toil, hardy, and healthy, having
but little idle time, the progenitors of this
race now exhibit qualities which only require
;fostering to be developed and brighten.

Grand Scenery —\lore Lead Ore—Danzerous Coast—Light-!
house necied—An Indian Speech—Spearing Lobsters—i
Labrador Dog—Gaspé Basin—1Vhite Snualis—-An Indian
Party—Whale Fishery—Iiish Setilers—Decoy Goose—:
Doy Fish—Singular Appcarance—Supposed Voleano in the
Labrador Country—Cape Gaspé—The Old Woman—
Island of Anticosti.

E Ox Lord Aylmer’s return to Grand Gréve,
‘where we were hospitably entertained, he
proceeded with Mr. Aubin and Dr. Stewart,
to ascend the mountain at the back of the
establishment, and I went with Mr. Wilson
to search after other deposits of lead.

His lordship represented the scene he.
iwitnessed as grund teyond description. The

party waiked througn the forest for two

miles, to Bonne Amie Clif. and on halting
on its verge, suddenly beheld the whoie ex-
panse of the Great Gulph of St. Lawrence
below them ; the mountain dropping down
at once perpendicularly five hundred and
forty feet, which was proved by letting down
two cod-lines of forty-five fathoms cach ; and
‘all around was the wildest scene which can
‘be conceived ; cliffs of equal height being
precipitated downwards on their left, whilst
on their right and almost seemingly at their
feet, lay Cape Rosier, one of the most con-
siderable headlands of the gulph ; and before
them was a vast expanse of unruified ocean,
‘having on its vast bosom, in the distance, the
great Island of Anticosti distinctly visibie,
although ncarly seventy miles in the offing.

Mr. Wilson went with me through the
woods to Little Gaspé Bay or Cove, aiong-
the edge of the head rocks. We saw here
and there a wretched cottage of the Canadian
‘or Irish settler, who appeared in as much
poverty as the Jersey people were in comfort;
and we were shown the mouth of an old
shaft sunk in former times by the French,

but for what purpose no one could tell.



" An Irish labourer shewed us a vein of
lead ore, of the same nature as that of
Simon’s, but high up in the hill, and fve
milcs from Indian Cove. I procured several
fine specimens of galena, and on descending
to the beach to look for fossils, I propused te
Mr. Wilson to endeavour to reach Grand
Gréve by walking along the edge of the
rocks, which. were hcre highly inclined.

In climbing along to lcok fur fossils,
we found no fewer than three distinct veins
of ore, in fissures cutting the rock at right
angles with the stratification. One of these
veins was an inch and a half broad, and
The rock is

here so torn by the waves of the ocean into

coated with walls of calespar.

caverns and cliffs, that it i1s hazardous to
walk along it, but it repays the fatigue by
its picturesque appearances. _'._____
" T'he gentlemen at the establishment told
us some melancholy instances of shipwreck
on the ¢liffs, which the governor had visited,
and they have {requently to provide for the
wretched sufferers. Two lamentable cases
had recently occurred.  They had above
a hundred survivors from one of them, to
succour and send to Quebee; in the ather
every soul perished. The strong currents
and fogs are the usual causes of these acei-
dents ; and it seems to me that no public
moncy could be better laid out than in the
erection of a large lighthouse on Cape
Rosier, or Cape Gaspé.

I was much struck with the apathy dis-
played by the fishermen about the vast
deposit of metal in their neighbourhood.
But, as the whole force of these simple
people is turnmed to discover the riches of
the vasty deep, they have but little time for
reflection upon those in the caverns of the

earth.

T picked up on the beach between St..
:George’s Cove and Grand Gréive, several

!fossils wanich had been detached from the

rocks above ; a conularia, some madrap.res,

and several others; but the rock itself was

excessively hard, and it was diflicult to

detach them in situ.

His Excellency wishing to view this wild
coast nearer, ordered the barge, and I pro-
ceeded with him to the head of the bay at
Little Gaspé Cove, landing at intervals ; and

we here discovered many small lead veins,
and thelr ramifications down to the level of

the sea. We saw the stratificarion now very
distinetly, the zovernor steering the Loat as
close to the prezipitous coast as possible.

At oie place we stopped to see a httle
fellow spearing lobsters, whica he did '.'::ry
‘expeditiously, with a pole armed with a bent
iron spike, watching them as they pretruded
themselves from under the rocky masses
iwlrh which the beach is strewn, and then
.dexterously tossing them ashore. Some
i'1‘110'110}' was given to the chiid, who in return
placed four fine lobsters in the beat.

After heing satisficd that the galena was
abundart in this neighbourhcod, and that it
is argentiferous, we returned to thehiouse, the
brig being under way., The rain had been
incessant the whole morning, but the wind
having moderated, we prepared to embark,
and bade adicu to Mr. Aubin, Mr. Wilson,
and the othcr gentlemen of Janvrin’s estab-
lishment, after duly complimenting them on
its extreme neatness and flourishing state,

‘and upon the comfort of the people around
them, who appeared to have no other cause
.of complaint than the want of a proper road,
and of a person to act as grand voyer (road-
‘master), the path along the cliffs being dan-
gerous at all times at night, or in bad




weather, and impassable in winter, owing to
the shelving of the land, and the conscquent
stecp slope of ice which then rests upon it.

The fossiliferous limestone embraces, as
far as could be seen for the forest, a tract of
four miles, bounded by the red sandstone on
each side, and runs across to the St. Law-
rence, the impracticabic precipice on that
side being composed of it. _

We saw a vast shoal of herrings just
before we left the establishment, and on
reaching the brig, found the men very busy
catching mackerel.

The weather still appearing g rrioumv and
, the Kingfisher, which had been
laid-to for us, put about and stood for

threatening.

Dourrlas Town ; but it got so stormy in a

une <hac they woere chl ged 1o ~nu1re

'.~-l’.')
the © ards und run iz

ing-tc on the way for

for Gaspé Basip, lay-
a boat witk Mr.
M<Mahon, the priest of Poreé in it, who
came to solicit medicines for his sick poople,
e
‘had a Labrador deg with him, and the poor

which Dr. Stewart supplicd him with.
Eammfd was nearly lost, In jumping after
;his master from tke ship, ke fell overboard,
aud, ow ing to the nature cf the weather, was
with some difiicuity saved by the fishermen.
‘The loss of such a dog is great, as they are
‘invaluable when of the proper breed ; catch-
Iing the sca birds when shot, and guarding
their nets and boais.

We once more anchored, on the 2nd of
August, in Gaspé Dasin, which is one of
the fincst of its kind in the world, capable of
holding the largest flect, and perfectly secure,
excepting against the white squalls to which
it is subject. Colonel! Glegg had been here
the day before, in the gig, aud althouzh it
was then insufferabiv hot ot Grand Gréve,

and not ..

_ceath of wind cither on the St.

Lawrence Chalcurs and

or the DBays of
Gaspé, he experienced such rough weather
in the Basin, that they sprang their masts.
Ships at anchor, however, seldom meet with
injury, as the squalls are of very short dura-
tion.

Three Indians and two of their squaws,
brought us a bottle of mineral oil, some trout
and partridges, and plenty of bluc-berries ;
and were made supreiaely happy in return, by
their leader being given a Jarge silver armlet,
the two others a smaller one each and some
money, to which Capt'lin Douglas added
some provisions. The cdptain, like a truc
sailor, asked the head man, jokingiy, if ke
would sell the decoration of the armlet; to
which the Indian with great carnestness
replied, placing his hand on his heart, that
he would rather lose his life. They also
brought us a fine black bear-skin, having
recently caught poor Bruin in a trap.

These poor people represented that the)
were unable tO CJ.'C]I SCLIIIIO'D i the south-

west arm, on account of the white men hav-
ing assumed the property of the river, and
They

also gave in a petition that they might be

covercd it with their weirs and nets.

included in the receipt of presents from the
and stated that their
branch consisted of fifty-iwo sculs.

British government,

On the north-west arm we found that
there was another branch of the Micmac
nation, who existed by salmon-fishing, as
that arm was not much settled, and was in a
wilder country ; as is the case indeed with
all that side of the coast, from the Basin to
Little Gaspe Cove. The head of the north-
west arm is difficult of acecess, but is said to

(.bou.ld in minecrals, which from the Indian



account, must have been fine crvstalhzatlons

Mr. M<Connell
sent 1ae a bag of the former, collected near

eitier of quartz or lime.

Percé.

Iere we saw a seal, and picked up two
specimens of coronula on the shore of the
spit on the north side, where whale offal was
observed. These shells were parasitic on
the whale.

The weather moderated a little at night.
Next day the wind still being foul,

cceded to the spit of sand, leaving some of

we pro-

the party to go up the north-west arm, for
fishing in the gig. Here, as before, no fish
were caught from the ship, but the seinc on
shore procured a few sea-trout and fish. A
natural coarse bent grass is fast covering this
useful sand-bank, and will in time prevent
its being blown away.

There were some poor settlers on that
part adjoining the main land ; and here there
was a whale-fishery establishment and salmon
weirs, but both in a neglected and dilapidated
state. A few coarse jaspers were cn the
beach ; but the weather was so foggy, hazy,
and drizzling, that we were obliged to return
on board, where several poor settlers of the
neighbourhood visited us, to procure medi-
cines.
fur sale, weighing sisiy-four pounds; and
here the price of fresh meat of every kind
A dollar

was given to an Indian for twentyv-four large

as about sixpence per pound.

lobsters, which he had been about an hour

in getting for us, at low water, where, as.

the boy did, they watch them, as they pro-
trude a claw out of their holes, and then
hook them out with a gaff, or spear them.
The north-west arm was penetrated for
about ten miles in the gig, and found to be
of most difficult navigation, full of shaliows,
so that the crew had to launch their boat for

above half a mile at one place. The north-

One Irish settler brought a fine calf
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west river, which empties into it, was as
black as though it flowed over a peat-bog,
and full of salmon-weirs. More than a
hundred seals were secn in this wild region,
and a young duck of the diver kind was shot.
~ Here the lumberers were scen working
up to their waists in water, at timber-rafts ;
'and a small house was visited, in which two

lam.hes, il fourteen children, lived, the
fathers bcmrr engaged in whaling on the coast,
iof La brador.

(Cana

They kept an outarde, or

{a goose, which they said sapported
them in winter, by dccoying the wild geese
in their annual migrations.

Although the weather was very rainy. the
captain was so anxicus to find out what fish
the coasts vroduced, that he hanled the seiac
on the spit, and took a fine bar-fish, a bleak,
flat-fish, an cel, and

they nearly got a voung seal.

some sca-trout, lance,

On Thuveday morning, at four o’clock,
the fog, which had hung in heavy masses on
tue precipices of the shore, having rolled up,
and the wind veering to the north-west, the
anchor was weighed, and we stood out of
Gaspé basin, with a {ioe light breeze, catch-
ing several mackerel as the ship ran along
the coasts. We soon passed Cape Gaspé,
and the Old Woman rock, and saw the
enormous cliffs, which are so fatal to vessels
We observed
many boats fishing near Cape Rosier, and

oace had a faint glimpse of Anticosti from
off this land.
Here I hooked an immense cod with my

caught in the currcnts here.

mackerel bait; but although overpowered at
first, its siruggles snapped the twine, and it
got awarv. _
After breakfast we saw a shoal of parpoises
cambolling about the ship; and as a cahn
: f '

came on, caugut some fine cod, and with the

_boat astern, some mackerel and a dog-fish.

_This fish, much dreaded by the fishermen on




account of the d:‘.*“ag it does to nats, .s about

ory large cod. with the mouth

-

thoe size of &

under the "mud traasversal, and crescent-

shaped.  Itis very ugly, and very voracious,
d appears to be of the shark Xind.

After mid-day the wind appeared inclined
to shift to the westward, and it began to be
warmer ; but we made very little way, owing
to the strong easterly cucrent which con-
tinually sets on this part of the gnlph,
stem which requires a strong breeze.

By four o’clock, weaty-five cud. cue weigh-
inr forry-two pounds, had been caught with
cml" two lmes, and a whaic had been seen
very near us. Twenty-two mackerel had
also been taken.

All day calm, and after twelve a heavy
rolling swell from the westward; and at
night the sun, as it sct, had the appearunce
of Jupiter and his belts. There wercappear-
ances of an casterly breeze afterwards; but
we had made so little way that Cape Gaspé
was well in sight the whole day; and the
current had sect us down so much, that we
saw Bonaveature Island, the rock of Percd,
its high iand, and a good deal of the southern
coast of Gaspé Bay at nightfall. The top-
gallant sails were therefore lowered at eight
o'clock. aud the main-sail furled.

I remarked a fiue play of roseate and
silver light glancing on the dying mackerel,
which were exceedingly tcnacious of life,
coutrary to the reccived opinion.

' This pight the north-western horizon pre-
By ship

time it was nearly half-past nine, and by my:

sented a very singular appearance.

watch it wanted twenty-five minutes to ti that
hour, when I ohsorved a 1onrr red eu-rc, or

belt of light, as though the sun had just set,
‘although it had disappearcd about half-past
seven. Perhaps this may be the effect of

‘mirage; but as I saw similar appearances

over the north-western horizon afterwards,

and have since refiected upon the account

given in the sccond volume of the Quebec

Transacticns, of the dark days of Canada,

of the position of the tlirce ships, and of

the appearances at Quebec, in July 1814,
where the darkness was most attentively
observed, togcther with a lurid redoess
of the horizon which preceded it, I am
inclined to believe that there is a very active
volcano in the Labrador country.

of fine

Showers
ashes accompanied this darkness;
and the Indians of the coast gll assert,
that there is a volecano in Labrador. If

, by comparing the course of the winds
v.'mch brought the heavy vapours to Quebec,
to Cape Chat, and to the banks of New-
foundland in that scason, on three different

days, wuh my own observations of the uind
hrrht seen over the north shore, on the present

occasion in the gulph, I am inclined to believe
'_tha.t this volcano exists somewhere in the
'rear of the Bay of Scven Islands, to the
‘westward, a country almost wholly unknown:

the Esquimaux and haif-hreeds who frequent

‘the fishing establishments of the coast called

King’s Post, not daring to venture inland,
on account of a warlike and savage race of
mountaineers who hunt that country.

Cape Gaspé having been a stumbling-block
to mariners, cn account of the currents, calms,
‘and fogs prevalent in this part of the gulph,
I have judged it right to append to this
chapter an outline of it, and the Old Woman,
which I had an unusual opportunity of care-
fully drawing, from the delay experienced in
lying off it.

We had a calm the whole night, and a
heavy rolling sca, and earluy on ITriday
morning saw the land of Anticosti, as well

At ten a westerly breeze

as that of Gaspé. /



sprung up, and we saw three square-rigoed
vessels, and spoke a schooner from the Mag-

1

dalen ilunds.  Afterwards, a very large
whale passed the ship.

The shore of Anticosti, as we neared it,

was not low, as is generally stated in the
razeticers, but full of high white cliffs, re-
scmbling very much the coast of the English
channel,

Ve made it about two miles off the mouth
of Jupiter river, near the new lighi-Louse,
cn the south-west point, and saw a large
scheener standing in, which afterwards proved
to te the Trinity vacht, on her periedical
visit.
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